Prot. N. 00057/03






Rome, January 17, 2003

Re: Working Group on the Constitutions and “General Statutes” (Ordinances).








To all Major Superiors of the Order

Dear Brothers,



At the general session on July 14th 2000, the General Chapter approved by a large majority the proposal to set up a Commission to adapt our legislation to the requirements of canon 587. This canon makes a clear distinction between the “Constitutions” (or “fundamental code”) and “other codes”. 

1.
The Working Party set up by the General Definitory at its meeting of October 24th 2000, completed its work in early 2002. The group’s president, Br Elias Cabodevilla presented the work at the meeting of the Conference Presidents held at San Giovanni Rotondo (7-12 September 2002). At this meeting the accompanying General Definitor (Br Paul Hinder) outlined some options for the next stage of the work. There was broad consensus among the Conference Presidents on the following points:

1.1 Consensus regarding the principle of having two codes of legislation for our Order (i.e.Constitutions [approved by the Holy See] and Ordinances, perhaps better called General Statutes [within the competence of the General Chapter]);

1.2 Consensus on the fact that the work should not be limited to merely “lifting” the Ordinances from the text of the Constitutions, but that it involved a more substantial process of incorporating into the Constitutions recent developments in the thinking of the Church and the Order (various Plenary Councils, Church magisterium [e.g. Vita Consecrata], etc.;

1.3 Consensus that the General Chapter’s decision was to be interpreted as a desire to update the Constitutions not just textually but also as regards their content.

2.
Subsequently, in the light of all the above, the General Definitory discussed the matter at various meetings and took the following decisions:

2.1 To prepare a text of our legislation, in time for the General Chapter of 2006, divided into two parts: Constitutions and General Statutes (= “Ordinances”).

2.2 To set up two working parties, one for the Constitutions, the other for the Statutes.
Both groups will have the same General Definitor accompanying and co-ordinating their work in conjunction with the respective presidents and secretaries.

2.3 The job of the two working parties – while scrupulously respecting present legislation – will be not only to lift parts of the present Constitutions (in accordance with canon 587) and incorporate them into the General Statutes, but also to propose updated formulations of language and content, both for the Constitutions and for the General Statutes.    

2.4 This next stage of the work, therefore, is not limited to tinkering with the “letter” of the present texts. It can and must take into account the development that has taken place in recent decades (e.g. recent Plenary Councils and Church teaching on the consecrated life).

2.5 The work on the Constitutions will respect the basic structure of the present Constitutions (12 chapters according to the Rule).

2.6 The commission members will take advantage of the work already done by the “Working Group on “Constitutions and Ordinances” (established in October 2000), published in booklet form as “Constitutions and General Ordinances” (Proposed Revisions, 2001; Observations of specialists, 2002; Revisions proposed by specialists, 2002).

2.7 We ask the two working parties to work in close contact with the circumscriptions of the Order and their respective friars. They should present the results of their work to the General Definitory by June 15, 2004.  

2.8 At the meeting of Conference Presidents scheduled for the second half of 2004 a report will be presented on the work completed to date.

2.9 After that meeting the General Definitory will appoint the Commission which – in consultation with the friars of the Order – will prepare the final draft for the 2006 General Chapter. It will be for this Chapter to settle the matter by a free vote. 

3.
The General Definitory appointed the two working parties at its meeting on January 9, 2003. 

3.1 The group working on the Constitutions is made up of the following brothers:

- Erhard Mayerl (Prov. Vienna) – President
- Serge Rufin Andrianjava (VPG Madagascar)

- Regis Armstrong (Prov. New York-New England)

- Moacir Casagrande (Prov.Central Brazil)

- John Cooper (Prov.Australia)

- Dino Dozzi (Prov. Bologna)

- Kees van den Muijsenberg (Prov.Netherlands)

- Pio Murat (Prov.Paris)

- Giuseppe Santarelli (Prov.Marches)

Br. Ermanno Ponzalli will attend the group meetings as secretary.

The group will hold its first meeting from 1-3 April, 2003, at the General Curia, via Piemonte 70, I-00187 (+39 06 4620 121).

3.2 The group working on the General Statutes (Ordinances) is made up of the following brothers:

- Elias Cabodevilla (Prov.Navarre-C-A) – President
- Vincenzo Mancusi (Prov. Lombardy) – secretary
- Gabriel Bartoszewski (Prov. Warsaw)

- Michele Beraki (Prov. Eritrea)

- Marco Tulio Guerra (VPG. Guatemala-H-S)
- Thomas Morus Huber (Prov.Switzerland )

- Stephen Jairaj (Prov. St Joseph Kerala)

The group will hold its first meeting from 23-25 June, 2002, at the General Curia, via Piemonte 70, I-00187 (+39 06 4620 121).

The accompanying General Definitor for both groups is Br. Paul  Hinder.

As already stated, both groups are asked to present the results of their work (cf. above, 2.1-2.9) by June 15, 2004. This will enable the General Definitory at its first meeting after that date to acquaint themselves with the material and to present it to the Conference Presidents.  

I am extremely grateful to the brothers who have accepted this laborious task, and pray that God’s blessing will accompany your work.

Yours fraternally,

Br.John Corriveau

General Minister OFM.Cap.
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